CM seeks professional advice to
package Sikkim's exportable commodities
into economically robust industry

SAGAR CHHETRI

GAMGTOR, 28 Aug: A day-
lomg seminar on Export Po-
tential of Sikkim was
organised by Expont-lmport
Bank of India [Exim Bank]
in association with the de-
parment of Commerce & In-
dustries and the Sikkim
Chamber of Commerce today
at Hotel Rendezvous,

The serminar was chaired
by Chicl Minister Pawan
Chamling as the chiel guest,
accompanied by Lok Sabha
MP. P Rai, Chairman and
Managing Director, TC
Venkat Subramamian and
other delegates of Exim
Bank, Secretary, BP Pradhan
and edficials from Commerce
and [nduilrics departinel,
President, SK Sarda and
olher members of Sikkim
Chamber of Commerce.

Im his keynote address, the
Chiel Minister painted ou
ihat Sikkim was the hub of
sOme very ":J:pl,:-rl:hl: COM-
miditics” like ginger, chemy
pepper [dalle]. large carda-
mwrm, mardarin orange, pas-
st Froit and ot Noseers and
also rich in medicinal herhs
and mounian grams.

He further mentioned that
Sikkim has also been de-
clared as the Agri Expor
Zone for cardamom, ginger,
cherry pepper and cym-
bidhum onchids and the State
and prospective investors
necd 1o1ake advantage of this
SLabus.

On the same, he men-

tiomed that the State govem-
mind will do :'.:r.-:'rﬂhi.n_g it
quired provided cxpen puid-
ante showed the r.iE;I'lI way Lo
hamess the econamic polen-
tial of indiganous practices.

The C funther informed
that his governmenl was
plannipg W cORCENLEALE O
o 0F o such commodinies
and mitiate all necessary
SLEpS 0 ensure success for
swch undenakings,

He Iur:hl;r mentigned that
the most of the cash crops of
the Stae were nol comple-
menl with the infrastrectuse
required 1 transfoem the lo-
cal produce into liaished
products and hence local
growers had Lo depend on
markets oulside the Siale.

*This requires us w lie up
with stable markeq linkages

ouside the slate 50 thal our
farmers do not dump the
produscts in the valley and nv-
ers for want of any potential
buyers. This happened some
wears back in the case of pas-
sion fruil,” he shared.

On the same. he men-
taoned thal Govern ment Fruit
Preservation Factory al
Singiam has been doing some
good business through value
addition im-tcrms of packag-
ing of produce inw (nishod
products.

He funher stzied that the

State required a pobust e
et from igsiuion like

EXIM Bank to enable farm-

ers bo grow quality commodi- Fmd:ble items and do away

ties in adequate quantity for
ithe indemational markel,

Healsa nxmmd his hopse
that the EXIM Bank woubd
prowvide assistance with Lech-
nology and knowledge irans-
fer 1o hamess the cash crops
of Sikkim into wiable indas-
iry level production.

CM highlighied that after

the effiorts of Ris povermment,
the raditional Mathula trade
roule was reopened n July
2006 and novw L had 1w ensure
thea the people of Sikkim and
especially the traders were
able to miake the best of the
oppornunitics thal may come.

He also sisied ihat i dus
courde, the Mathula barder
will becormse one of ihe most
imporiant land trade cormi-
dors in the couniry.

“¥We are nepolisting with
the Chinese povernment
through the central govem-
ment o upgrade the list o°

“with somc obsolete itlems con-

tained therein to make cross-
border trade more robust and
need-based,” he added

The chief minister has

also released the Exim Bank
Study report.

The technical session of
the seminar deliberated on
issues like the export poten-
tial of Sikkim and role of
Exim Bank, cxport credit in-
surance- Fisk coverage, po-
tential for export of handi-
crafis from Sikkim etc.




